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The Concrete Design Competition is a biennial international design competition
dedicated to exploring the potential of concrete in architecture and design. Organised
across Belgium, Ireland, the Netherlands, Germany and Austria, the competition invites
students to rethink the possibilities of one of the world's most widely used construction
materials. The Belgian edition is organised by Febelcem, the Belgian cement federation,
and is open to architecture, interior architecture and design students enrolled at Belgian
institutions.

On Friday, 3 July 2026, the jury convened to review the submissions for the 12th edition
of the Concrete Design Competition. The jury meeting took place at the offices of URA,
located on the sixteenth floor of the Tour Sablon in Brussels. This year's call attracted
ten entries, presented through posters that documented a broad spectrum of design
disciplines, ranging from furniture design to architectural projects.

The anonymised projects were carefully assessed by the jury, chaired by Vincent Servais
and composed of Lie Bormans, David Crambert, Anne Ledroit and Wouter Persyn, a
former winner of the Concrete Design Competition (see the end of this report for the jury
members' CVs).

Following an in-depth evaluation and discussion of the submissions, the jury awarded
the first prize to An Inhabitable Wall, a project by Kobe Vervoort (Universiteit Hasselt).
Woven Concrete by Kiyo Dol (LUCA School of Arts Genk) received the second prize.
Finally, the jury selected Torenpad 7-10 by Emiel Vermeren and Daan Werbrouck (KU
Leuven Campus Sint-Lucas Gent) and (Intelligent) Ruin(s). by Dennis Lemmens
(Universiteit Hasselt) for honourable mentions.

As five places are available for the Concrete Design Competition Masterclass, all five
laureates have been invited to participate in this year's programme. The Masterclass will
take place in Vienna during the final week of August.

The organisers would like to extend their sincere thanks to all participating students for
their inspiring submissions, to the jury members for their thoughtful and dedicated
evaluation, and to URA for their generous hospitality and warm welcome.



an inhabitable wall
Kv222 . 5 1]2

_ Eniaabgfpigds)

| 1
R R
ihils
LR

1 o B
Ill; i
| {1}

i N

II'E | i
f gl “

o
Il 1]
mhif
AR

An Inhabitable Wall - Kobe Vervoort — Universiteit Hasselt

1st Prize (€ 2,000 + Masterclass)

The winning proposal presents a compelling vision for a resilient and adaptable form of
collective housing through the concept of the inhabitable wall. The project introduces a
modular concrete framework of radial structural walls that organise the site around the
existing St. Albertus Church in Zwartberg. These walls act simultaneously as structure,
infrastructure and spatial framework, integrating circulation, services and technical
provisions while allowing the spaces in between to evolve over time.

The jury particularly appreciated the project’s ambition to rethink concrete as a durable
and reusable material. The separation between a permanent structural framework and
adaptable infill proposes an architecture that can transform according to the needs of
future inhabitants. The use of insulating concrete with foamed glass aggregate,
combined with prefabricated and demountable elements, demonstrates a convincing
response to contemporary environmental challenges.

The circular arrangement creates a strong architectural gesture that reflects on heritage,
community and collective living. While the fixed geometry and modular logic introduce
certain limitations to future flexibility, these tensions also open up opportunities for
further exploration.

With its combination of conceptual clarity, material ambition and social relevance, An
Inhabitable Wall proposes an inspiring model for architecture that is rooted in continuity
while remaining open to change.
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Woven Concrete explores how one of the world's odest construction materla
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Woven Concrete - Kiyo Dol - LUCA School of Arts Genk
2nd Prize (€ 1,000 + Masterclass)

Woven Concrete reimagines one of the world’s oldest construction materials by
exploring its most temporary condition: its plastic state. By weaving concrete elements
while still malleable, the project introduces an innovative construction technique in
which structure, connection, and aesthetics become inseparable.

The jury was particularly impressed by the depth of the material research and the
project's willingness to challenge conventional applications of concrete. More than any
other submission, Woven Concrete takes the material itself as its starting point and
uncovers new possibilities through experimentation and making.

While the translation of the concept to larger dimensions revealed certain limitations
and compromised some of the elegance of the original proposal, the jury considers
these challenges inherent to an ambitious and highly exploratory process.

With its combination of material innovation, circular thinking, and a compelling new
formal language, Woven Concrete opens up exciting perspectives for the future of
concrete in design and architecture.



Our sccond concept centres on translating circulation into towers. This resulted in three
Torenpad 1-10 towers, cach with its own staircase and function. The towers range from private to se-
‘mi-public and, uhmuldy public. The communal functions arc grouped around these
‘This design concerns the renovation of Prinsenhof 54 in Ghent. The current u towers. For
ofthe site - emergency accommadation for refugees - will be retained and patnd onarea for residents. The sccond tower, thepivot tower, i rotated relative to the original
the core of the design brief. An additional factor is the Br ulscls based Cinemaxi- volumne. It stands at the junction of the semi-public wing and the private wing. The third
miliaan. Th yand for tower in the left-hand wing is entirely public and functions as a watchtower. From this
and film two criteria ion and tower, the small towers of Rabot can be seen.
film - we arrived. tan:wd sign for rthe site, namely Torenpad 1-10. Thuowu'idso have a structural function. They act as chimneys, allowing excess heat to
scape and preventing overheating.

The towerswill lso be materislied i rammed concrete, giving ther a strong rmdpro
minent presence. In the detailing of the towers, visibl
fagade. These lines refer to the alignments of the existing fagade to whi ich the
is connected.
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Theste in relation to i urban context,is dosed off o the public

view through the stc, giving the pubic two options for walking
fom to the water. Th

the left-hand wing is situated within the public space. In this way,
our project relates to the surrounding city in a different manner.

This passageway is flanked by a canopy that curves from the square
over the courtyard garden. This divides the garden into two parts:
the public street on the left and the private garden on the right.
In this way, we aim to cnsure the residents’ privacy. The walls of
the canopy are constructed from rammed concrete, which is more
environmentally riendly than standard reinforced concrete. These
walls are offsct from one snothar, creating @ sen

Torenpad 1-10 - Emiel Vermeren - Daan Werbrouck - KU Leuven Campus Sint-Lucas
Gent

1st honourable mention (€ 250 + Masterclass)

Torenpad 71-10 impressed the jury through its sensitive approach to adaptive reuse and
its thoughtful integration within an existing urban context. By building upon the current
function of the site and extending it with new communal and cultural programmes, the
project demonstrates how architecture can strengthen both social and spatial
connections.

The jury particularly appreciated the careful use of materiality and the way rammed
concrete is employed to establish a dialogue between new interventions and the
existing fabric. The project presents a convincing strategy for sustainable development
by choosing transformation and extension over replacement, while creating a strong
architectural identity through the introduction of the towers and their expressive
material presence.



(Intelligent) Ruin(s).

Integrated Building Concept |
As found: concrete railway sleepers as carriers ‘

(Intelligent) Ruin(s). - Dennis Lemmens - Universiteit Hasselt
2nd honourable mention (€ 250 + Masterclass)

With (Intelligent) Ruin(s)., Dennis Lemmens proposes a thoughtful and restrained
approach to the transformation of the former coal railway in Genk. Rather than seeking
to erase or resolve the site's unfinished condition, the project embraces the existing
infrastructure as an as found landscape and allows hew meanings and uses to emerge
from it.

The jury particularly appreciated the way the historical logic of the site informs the
design and how abandoned concrete railway sleepers are reassembled into a new
architectural structure. This strategy of reuse not only gives existing materials a second
life but also creates a strong narrative connection between past and future.

The reference to the Swiss Pavilion by Peter Zumthor at Expo 2000 in Hannover did not
go unnoticed by the jury. Nevertheless, this precedent is interpreted convincingly and
serves as an appropriate architectural reference for a project that combines material
reuse, cultural memory and spatial generosity in a compelling way.



Concrete Design Competition 12 - jury

Vincent Servais - CHAIR

Vincent Servais studied Civil Engineering at the University of Liege, Belgium, graduating
in 1993. After an an internship within the Department of Architectural Composition at
the University of Liege and an architectural internship at Atelier Lanotte (1995), he joined
the bureau d'études Greisch, where he worked for 25 years. He became Partner in 2005,
Board Member in 2009 and Director of Design in 2014. In 2018, he founded
SEA+partners, servais.partners, based in Liége.

Vincent Servais combines architectural and structural design in the fields of bridges,
footbridges and public infrastructure, while also collaborating with architects on
structural engineering projects for buildings. His work includes major projects such as
the footbridges La Belle Liégeoise in Liege, L'Enjambée in Namur, the Suzan Daniel
Bridge in Brussels, as well as numerous bridge reconstructions following the 2021
floods in Belgium. More recently, his projects include the Himalayan footbridge of
Casterin Belgium, the Borchtbrug footbridge in Mechelen, and the major renovation of
the Jubilee Bridge in Brussels.

Vincent Servais has been teaching structural design at the Faculty of Architecture of
Liege since 2004 and at the Faculty of Engineering of Mons since 2009. He regularly
lectures at international conferences on structural design.

www.servais.partners



http://www.servais.partners/

Lie Bormans

Lie Bormans is an architectural engineer whose work focuses on innovative digital
fabrication methods for concrete formwork.

In 2021, Lie received the MSc in Architectural Civil Engineering from KU Leuven. Her
master’s thesis research led to the development of ‘Robotic Serendipity’, a novel
approach that integrates robotics, material experimentation, and craft processes to
create unique concrete surface textures. This work was realized in collaboration with
DMOA architects and the Research[x]Design lab of KUL and was awarded the Henry van
de Velde Gold Award in the Crafts category in 2024.

Lie served as a project-lead architect for several firms alongside managing her own
independent architectural practice. Currently, she works as a research assistant for the
Fabrication & Material Aware Architecture (FMAA) group at the USI Accademia di
Architettura in Mendrisio, Switzerland. She joined the Foldcast project, which focuses
on sustainable construction by using paper-based formwork to create structurally
optimized concrete elements and reduce material use.

liebormans.be



http://liebormans.be/

David Crambert - Architect

David Crambert studied architecture at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture
de Nantes, France (2007). During his studies, he spent a year at the Escola Técnica
Superior d'Arquitectura del Valles (ETSAV) in Barcelona.

He joined l'Escaut Architectures in 2007, became a member of the cooperative in 2009,
he co-founded Générale in 2017, a Brussels-based cooperative architecture practice,
where he currently acts as active architect.

His work focuses on the transformation of existing buildings, productive architecture,
public facilities and urban regeneration. Through projects combining architecture,
landscape and circular economy, he has developed extensive expertise in adaptive
reuse, cultural infrastructures and mixed-use developments in Belgium and France. He
is currently leading several major projects, including Greenbizz Il in Brussels, the Rotor
reuse platform in Evere, the Roubaix reuse hub, the rehabilitation of the former
Manufacture des Tabacs in Strasbourg, the Brasserie de la Senne production site, as
well as housing and public infrastructure projects.

Alongside his professional practice, David Crambert has been teaching at the Faculty of
Architecture of the University of Liege since 2013. He regularly lectures on architecture
and cooperative practice in academic and professional institutions, including De Singel
(Antwerp), the Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Nantes and the Bergen
School of Architecture.

His work understands architecture not simply as the production of form, butas a
collective and cultural act, rooted in the careful observation of existing conditions and
driven by a commitment to reveal the latent qualities of places through transformation.

generale.la


http://www.generale.la/

Anne Ledroit - LPPA

Anne Ledroit studied Architecture at the Ecole d’Architecture de Nancy, France, where
she graduated in 2001 (Architecte DPLG). She worked with Frangois—Henrion
Architectes in Nancy from 1994 to 1998.

Together with Vincent Pierret, and later joined by Cédric Polet, she co-founded the
practice Ledroit Pierret Polet Architectes et Associés SRL (LPPA) in Brussels.

Alongside her professional practice, Anne Ledroit has been engaged in architectural
education. She taught at the Faculty of Architecture LOCI, UCLouvain (Brussels), in the
Master 1 design studio during the second semester of 2024. She previously taught at
ESA Saint-Luc Brussels (2012-2016) and at ISA Saint-Luc Liege (2007-2011).

In 2021-2022, she was a member of the expert commission ‘RRU - Good Living’
established to reform the Brussels urban planning regulatory framework. In 2019-2020,
she took partin a Franco-Belgian residency (Nantes-Walcourt) focusing on the
densification of peri-urban territories.

Anne Ledroit is regularly invited as a guest critic and external expert for juries and
advisory committees, including La Cambre, Saint-Luc (Tournai and Liege), Lille, Nancy,
and Condé Nancy, as well as for the Cellule Architecture, the Brussels Bouwmeester
Matitre Architecte (BMA), and various urban planning departments of the Brussels-
Capital Region.

www.lpparchitectes.be



http://www.lpparchitectes.be/
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Wouter Persyn

Wouter Persyn — born and raised in Ostend, Belgium —is a multidisciplinary artist and
designer. His work finds itself at the intersection of architecture and art and is finished
with a touch of surrealism. From furniture to murals, by playing with the visual aspect of
objects and spaces, his aim is to surprise and amaze the viewer.

Wouter studied architecture in Ghent and Barcelona and furniture design in Mechelen.
In 2020, he won the Concrete Design Competition with the project ‘Concurve’. After
working as an architect for three years, he shifted his focus to furniture design and
murals, though concrete remains a central element in both his designs and his
paintings.

Since 2020 Wouter teaches ‘media’ at Sint-Lucas Ghent and Brussels in the bachelor
architecture and interior architecture.

www.wouterpersyn.com

FEBELUEM

For further information about the Concrete Design Competition, please contact
Arnaud Tandt at a.tandt@febelcem.be or by phone at +32 486 27 43 12.

www.febelcem.be - www.concretedesignhcompetition.com
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